
  

   

Features 

Weikart Center Teams Up With Susan Crown Exchange to Find Best 
Practices for Social and Emotional Learning 
We are pleased to announce that the Weikart Center will be the evaluation partner on the 
Susan Crown Exchange's Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Challenge. This open, 
national challenge seeks to explore and expand the 
capacities of afterschool programs 
skillfully promoting social and emotional competencies that 
equip youth for life success.   
  
As the evaluators for this project, the Weikart Center will: 

 draw stories of practice from exemplary programs; 
 synthesize these practices in terms of a framework for 

building specific SEL skills developed from the field's 
leading-edge evidence base with major contributions 
byReed Larson; 

 provide technical guidance for implementation of a program evaluation of these 
practices; and 

 publish a Guide for Building Social and Emotional Skills with Vulnerable Youth that 
will inventory best practices anchored in case studies of exemplary programs, 
provide a program evaluation design that is feasible for program providers to 
implement, present a discussion of cross-site findings from program evaluations 
and provide a technical appendix of the results of the study. 

Letters of inquiry were submitted in January. Requests for proposals will be released in 
March, and grantees will be announced in April.  
  
Learn more>>  

   

Reports and Guides 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4Kaxi_zJUtdCJ3cI8RoRC-oElWh2BFWr674B3pNK4e-DzmECQTES3EC28OzQnEaVtpI0TgbWsZ-41MA1OK8NVqPACf6m_4F2QuxO6WeH9ZRWXf5Lk2Wcqj_2p28h4tQbigIfH4aKYxScLnnsvBDYr8a0aWPEs4kGevnS7gpKocLxf4P9BuqaYay7u1-ARJ8SFbulRfCzk9yxsLaYzSZ6qhafMdH7vi51tJnoUX-EKM0msyr_unpwMkmbmpu3wC3fPGrDcgiXZSu1zRCX_-F0zL87VHA02UK4xIbj0cI5dgTwAgV9fNQooz48UN3CiK-logQ8U5lA5gteRLxiar4X_1pTBnm2oZ19q9TkUKghmEujBLXhszDPV0EA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4KFe0jeH08mGR98Q6JAwzhQwtVN21petZoGE5ETH1RQecjfhSI7t-GW8DR2ZdhKNag59dh7K7N5U6sC8Qxa9QI6mKW0H941o9XAOiO1IYVdCps_LTEUKsd26ztyZVFgySECCTC-KVODr3Fq9Qt67SPKIZ1iaaudLxr4Dbj8eyxVpmUGXE2oW924K5FjIEvrB27htttSMd0wHfFj8fN5AOvgIa2NmIRhAhOJgEtpiw5Hn25CAyeTaHPguyBGbXQP8HqV66KhyIB7GM7h5ukEOG-zn511l2WSy6-19shL_oCbJCsxyfycGHvSg==&c=&ch=


Data to Measure Youth Program Outcomes 
Everyone who runs a youth program believes in their hearts that their 
program helps kids - but in their heads, they know they need data to 
prove it. This updated guide from the Forum for Youth Investment - 
From Soft Skills to Hard Data: Measuring Youth Program Outcomes - 
will help them get it. 
  
From Soft Skills to Hard Data provides an overview of 10 
measurement tools reviewed for their accessibility, ability to produce 
valid and reliable data and how measures previously reviewed have 
advanced since the last publication of the guide. The new foreword 

from Charles Smith and Nicole Yohalem offers reflections on how best to use data to 
produce useful information that guides action, which means considering your purpose of 
measuring youth outcomes, using theory-driven logic, designing an evaluation that has the 
power you need and facing the language challenge that exists in the field.  
  
Read more>>  

   

Presentations 

Kansas City Embraces Expanded 
Learning  
The United Way of Greater Kansas City 
invited Dr. Charles Smith, executive 
director, to speak with a group of nearly 70 
municipal and education leaders and people connected to the out-of-school time field on 
Jan. 23 on the topic of building a regional collective impact strategy for expanded learning. 
In his presentation, Dr. Smith included new evaluation findings from Texas, Florida and 
Tennessee about effects of participation in high-quality afterschool programs on school 
success outcomes including attendance, behavior and achievement. 

   

Program Quality Presentations at National Afterschool Association 
Conference  
Two Weikart Center staff will be presenting at the 
National Afterschool Association Conference to be held in in New 
York, N.Y., on Friday, Feb. 28 - Monday, March 3, 2014. 
  
Dr. Charles Smith, executive director, will serve as a commentator 
on a plenary on professionalism in the afterschool field on Sunday, 
March 1, as well as lead a special session on evidence-based 
practices for social emotional learning in afterschool on Monday, 
March 3.  
  
Ravi Ramaswamy will present a session titled The Youth Program Quality Assessment and 
Intervention: Participatory Professional Development for Afterschool. This workshop will 
introduce (a) the Youth Program Quality Assessment, a validated measure for high-quality, 
positive youth development practice, and (b) the Youth Program Quality Intervention, an 
evidence-based intervention that improves staff skills to deliver developmentally powerful 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4K-EiWaqmUE7ubMOQzsYKwKk3bUDMtrmqPdLHP_kzryakAcEN13jjfi2EwiKxK_3L2VluOu3INbBosdv9SFEk8q_yY6tlwBokJToyjJHm07F6A5Pe_XD1IyZhyLtORR4oYHVl9qrsXogPSDPsXff16ElijbZ2QSY6Pfs_XiE5UXPjWrNT8NVgELM3ZaAG7kw7D8reWTBYJbcFo8DrWF3T1hMmFdESL5WrS81_wgkq4nnFkWFBscSNWU2tMNFi6iEQ8qQ7dgHJ0zPypUEkg12cH6c0Fof06o0alvXroKt15C5suQkY_hw5TRlULNDX_TKNr9-VluQ0CcziSGz5kYT4VjA==&c=&ch=


relationships and learning experiences in afterschool settings.  

   

Calendar of Events 

Collective Impact Expert to Speak at Ready by 21 Meeting 
It's not often that we can offer you a chance to strengthen your work 
on behalf of young people and to save money while doing it. So it is 
with great pleasure that we share this news about the upcoming 

Ready by 21
©
 National Meeting: 

  
John Kania, who helped to launch the national discussion about 
"collective impact," will share his latest insights about the promise 
and challenge of implementing collective impact strategies. John is 
one of several prominent speakers who will join us to talk about 
efforts around the country to get all young people ready by 21 - for 
college, work and life.  
  
To find out more about John's work see: 

 the first collective impact article by John and his FSG colleague, Mark Kramer. 
 their recent follow-up article, Embracing Emergence: How Collective Impact 

Addresses Complexity 
 brief highlights of John's speech at the Ready by 21 National Meeting in 2011 (six 

minutes, divided by topic) 

The National Meeting brings together hundreds of leaders like you who are working to 
improve the odds for young people through collective impact initiatives, policy alignment 
and program quality improvement.   
  
We look forward to seeing you at the National Meeting in April! 
  
Where & When: Northern Kentucky, April 22-24  
Learn more >> 
Register now>> 

   

Youth Work Management Training of Trainers 
This Training of Trainers is targeted at managers and site 
leaders who wish to support their sites throughout the quality 
improvement cycle. Graduates of the Management TOT can 
facilitate the Planning with Data and Quality Coaching 
workshops, as well as provide comprehensive logistical and 
professional development support to staff who are involved in 
the process. The course consists of three weeks of distance 
learning, two days of live training, and one week of distance 
follow-up.  
  
Where & When: Oakland, Calif., April 24-25 
Register Now>>  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4KVS0fOSc6l1JMVXHCZr4quTFxgMCzH5VKP2WdwWFnmRjMf1gj53JnBCtR8qPmivdhsdWYaQNy_DLLpHorGLbY3o43W-pjdT54Jc4dMgYowTfyoDsDxJk6PnZEQOeyzi4vXO0BMmOPyLSrNFuAv7GXgB98-XmoMa9cd5ULraEKqcIO4_0eVotAu7mlAZHb5mub3y3jyW9E1o2R6u7yoZ03xcVbd5Y-4NFQXx7xVpq1719S-hlxyBlbpqqOiOn_61NM8dTKMDsG3Wi9GkXSBfDGcimoFrus4QBURe0xyE__UpueaOvttX7s58N1cIsismrkkUiq-4k5AMaCSenpdxI-kyTBF9Kk_BK1OLP9kdS4D_u-0idV7b2G8shEA9u4Wa88oeFWUNjBzbQQe3EMd5cqeKmZWds4zVP1pmUmiiv5O3gy5_dSi3gt8FPgGU6WTjtYcEcjWf-g-bREcxIVR1oBlF52nuHjNj0D5_DAyI3lruqtB8d5dGZk9E3Wpp0Er2gBzFsVytSzHPpBeSA_MWFcVg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4KBteaiPq3j4X2vKa8ntatAXxtMXpI7r5uewBtxbkxNAZAaUjDqhYiKD14CpmZ7_MUJMEYaR41qttE7jDzn54nGOHh3G3l50ZWhUL1uBQB92XhsjjPH1B5IMYlu1XJkddWALNavtJ9vsGEP8vFsbD-RY-TjULg4rit7KZvf7WOffq-xblUhOQMbDPmAck7Lvxruwu90fqGLnpa6vAQXl54KsRUyqDjd0KVQlu5yPk3eLhyYqmxbALiLD3WN6G9BfZ5B2Sg625OljeNihJhkJ1Brp5McWbBk1pRE8iaktOZbyghe4LBc7hmqjzk54uVBu5PifA-hSVoJ8wc-yvgIloawdzDE2lnYSe8cAdNQkowvbKpze5FXgg-s0-fIbwLjssH9NgWGO4N5HutUguFGL7P-M6XnYY0GpioenzrKGx_qHV6-rdvc8r3EHMm8akzyGzjaCcYvungCT9OgIle5zgzkyw2bW8LxXBvZN3UsYIwx95plXEufgmDSy-LTbMQPbI9emKYAmv_SPCJO6ISJ5nLQQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4KBteaiPq3j4X2vKa8ntatAXxtMXpI7r5uewBtxbkxNAZAaUjDqhYiKD14CpmZ7_MUJMEYaR41qttE7jDzn54nGOHh3G3l50ZWhUL1uBQB92XhsjjPH1B5IMYlu1XJkddWALNavtJ9vsGEP8vFsbD-RY-TjULg4rit7KZvf7WOffq-xblUhOQMbDPmAck7Lvxruwu90fqGLnpa6vAQXl54KsRUyqDjd0KVQlu5yPk3eLhyYqmxbALiLD3WN6G9BfZ5B2Sg625OljeNihJhkJ1Brp5McWbBk1pRE8iaktOZbyghe4LBc7hmqjzk54uVBu5PifA-hSVoJ8wc-yvgIloawdzDE2lnYSe8cAdNQkowvbKpze5FXgg-s0-fIbwLjssH9NgWGO4N5HutUguFGL7P-M6XnYY0GpioenzrKGx_qHV6-rdvc8r3EHMm8akzyGzjaCcYvungCT9OgIle5zgzkyw2bW8LxXBvZN3UsYIwx95plXEufgmDSy-LTbMQPbI9emKYAmv_SPCJO6ISJ5nLQQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzngAYrqyfcWxpGp9y5vaw4mofYmBLz1CQTNOotTn0j_C9KrZnG6H9FXXtiOKSwBCt0IsPKos5A1pIS3mHBmuoPsE9CZrr8d5lEcae5OXwLU1NnA19LLHncd5PiyrsuE9MJSQp6U4ja4WBdFF7epA9uq4jLnvxnPYdOn0kdGzfOgX&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4K9e1-RbOH4hV9NiiWxOCAMU8ol8Eg6-QLRuT-dYyo7u9r2eggoGOfirMxGEIUabQ96YRAh2_JS4B9PMXQ6KOf2gUzE_E80wi1G2xTFGX6ZAR5iflpKjKIbk21kDjV2HgZY8CtPpefdYIzNNgGozdxG2mgWNtXvSXKLfajlqLfKN6GLbQULs1ZbWFtwbpeLjlDfdnEvpMx3MqhHLI3Oe5OcQyzzQiWEnCYW3nPcwsL_7_tbgxtCG8vxI-vk231L8uuaM5HkOEx5hTNkNF7sowoY1UH2e0Ue5pitlhZ6M2KrOLppDygg3FGcVMy7xpEH1xZV328R24YpXE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4KrnHPKn9aF_BWAwHJVK-g3PYpHXUY5Ls8IVO4NI-YAMx1fRxlTTCgW-JFNSAxYsIoIf-aPJw7qrq9mjV0cdlVpnqYCa17mU4E_DFE3-nMNQmpxxbOaFY7XvxCBBgmp3PhmvEvo4rzv8i7GhaQQ0iks241yUIxq5QXMsk_Jydc8R50RVFwPz7H2EwHiw729fikr1mnbipoGQjyC5KKxv98u2f850jDn52ftmRYkkcWkswcMhI8JVuUi5d-zHZrVXgBPNxlvOGl39kKrR7ps8wnMoy_Oxfd3IekOEpcakY3lo_DE2Exo9YW5pUpj1YD4DEH70QRFkkU4V5eEkTAAxtJJZMNZGFMG5YQ9nsldz_r7I5tf5e70FJFRvY1rApQrXDJ-iRRrlyGjoI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oY31oC5zjSPMj39IDsN9PBDMDr8F1a0HqECSklJw9LpmzQKhPr3jzjxicAtLdR4KDWTpPAI0ML9FGu9hrMIsIn1-n6cNHg-MGXb5ug2FBMPeOzKIfxxtP63fR3pMtQhZSgdEgGxXmNC4ihTXvhYDvN5QXfgz6IxOMl2WzgspxUxufL0Zo2rUGmczS_-EgHW_WTHqzdrdpfOqQ6Gaa00peFYGkikA5IwRfJjpivxiqIPFyhAQHtrIUHZwx3upxEDbXSe7PQU3_vHIclRtImiorc1CwwHZC38wbGlpfW_VRogeNb3qIs1FRJKXewGus-iSBrvGcgPKG0v37iA1S1kQF9TQAz3D40jo0QF1sAGzzMrV6ztNWgy5VE6umeRZeWZ61VFCEgZYimKYJZvFZf2oLQ==&c=&ch=


   

Youth Work Methods Training of Trainers 
Want to learn how to train your afterschool staff to increase the quality of 
their work? The Weikart Center is offering its Youth Work Methods Training 
of Trainers course. This session teaches staff how to deliver the Youth 
Work Methods courses, which empower direct staff with tools to increase 
the quality of their instruction which can lead to higher youth engagement.  
  
Where & When: Chicago, Ill., June; Atlanta, Ga., April 
Registration opening soon.     

   

Opportunities 
The YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago is Hiring 
The YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago is looking for motivated, 
passionate professionals with expertise in 1) early education, 2) 
school age and teen development and 3) adult professional 
development designed for child development practitioners.  
  
These positions would report to the Learning and Evaluation 
department, a newly developed office within the Association 
dedicated to integrating and elevating the quality of youth 
programming.   
  
More information>>  

   

 Reminder 

The Weikart Center has moved!     
Our new address is:  
The David P. Weikart Center for Youth Program Quality 
301 W. Michigan Ave., Ste. 200 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
  
Staff phone numbers and email addresses have remained the same.   

   
 

SUBSCRIBE TO PROGRAM QUALITY NEWS  
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